SERMON, 


DELIVERED BEFORE 


THE ANCIENT AND HONOURABLE 


ARTILLERY COMPANY: 
IN BOSTON, JUNE 5, 1820. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


—=—_ 


BY REV. JOHN CODMAN, 4. AL 
OF DORCHESTER. 


——_. 


FUBLISHED AT THE NEQUEST OF THE COMPANY. 


BOSTON : 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY E. G. HOUSE, 
No. 13, Merchants-Hall, 


4820. 


SERMON. 


—t— 


JEREMIAH IY. 6. 


SET UP THE STANDARD TOWARD ZION. 


ON occasions, like the present, when we be- 
hold our civil fathers and our military guardians 
assembled in the temple of the Most High, it has been 
usual for the preacher of the day to ayail himself of 
the political relations of this country with 
ers of Europe, to furnish an appropriate subject of 
discourse. Nor has it been difficult in times past, from ~ 
the peculiar and interesting state both of this and oth- 
er countries, to select such themes as were calculated 
to stimulate the soldier to the discharge of his duty, 
and to interest the citizen in the defence of his liberties 
and rights. But, blessed be the God of peace, no such 
themes now present themselves for our consideration, 
Weno longer hear of wars and rumours of wars. The 
individual, whose name once spread terror through the 
nations, is forgotten in the distant isle of the ocean, 
and, were it not that he lives to publish to the world the 
record of his deeds, we should almost have imagined 
his bloody career to have been but a terrifick vision of 
the night, so completely has the sun of universal peace 
dissipated the darkness and gloom, which but lately: 


overspread the political horizon: 


the pow- 
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The state of our own country does not now, as on for- 
mer occasions, excite any other emotions than those of 
gratitude and praise for our inestimable privileges and 
unparalleled blessings. We have not now to burnish 
our arms for war, nor to dread the disruption of our 
rising empire by any unhappy divisions among our- 
selyes. One heart and one soul now animates our 
Tepublick, party spirit exists in no greater degree than, 
perhaps, is necessary to the security of our political 
institutions, and the days of Washingion seem to have 
returned, when the chair of the national executive is 
filled by the man whom the people delight to honour. 

Such being the pacifick state of the world, and what 
benevolent heart does not pray that it may be perpet- 
ual; may I be permitted to select a subject, more 
adapted to the period in which it is our happiness to 
live, and more congenial to the feelings of the friends 
of peace and of Zion. 

We will not enlarge upon the connexion in which 
the words, prefixed to this discourse, stand in the chap- 
ter from which they are'taken. It is sufficient to ob- 
serve that they are capable of an interesting applica- 
tion to the occasion of this meeting. While they re- 
cognize the military character, they direct our atten- 
tion, by the type to which they refer, to the true Zion, 
the church of God. 

Itis not our purpose, like the Hermit in the eleventh 
century, to stir up the flame of a holy war, and to in- 
duce you to carry your arms to Palestine for the recov-— 
ery of the city of God. It is to a nobler warfare 
that we would stimulate you, to a higher prize that we 
Would direct your attention, a better cause in which 


We would engage your efforts. et it be, then, the 


5 
delightful business of this morning to consider the ad- 
vancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom as well desery- 
ing the attention of military men. Let us set up the 
standard toward Zion. 

It is our privilege to live in an age and period of the 
world, when unusual efforts are making for the spread 
of the gospel. ‘The prophecies of holy writ respeet- 
ing the extension of the kingdom of the Prince of peace 
are rapidly fulfilling. Already does the banner of the 
cross wave over lands which were but recently under 
the dominion of the great enemy of mankind. On the 
ruins of pagan idolatry we behold the church of God 
arise in all its beauty, and in all its glory. The war 
Whoop of the savage is succeeded by the hymn of 
praise for redeeming love ; and those, who once sacri. 
ficed their helpless offspring to the modern Moloch, 
have learnt to cifer to the true Jehovah the sacrifice of 
a broken and a contrite heart. ‘The islands of the 
southern ocean have been visited with the light of 
heaven, and a change, as great as it is wonderful, has 
been effected in their manners, their customs, their 
habits, their religion. In this astonishing revolution 
christianity and civilization have gone hand in hand 3 
and the same men, that taught the once hesotted island. 
er the knowledge of the true God and Saviour, have 
also instructed him in the practice of husbandry and the 
mechanical arts. ‘Toidleness, sensuality, murder ang 
vice of every kind, have succeeded industry, chastity, 
sobriety and the fear of God. ‘The Sabbath is obsery_ 
ed with a regularity and propriety that would shame 
many christian lands, and the duty of publick prayer at_ 
tended with a fervour and deyotion worthy the imitation 
of all who call upon the name of the Lord.* 


“Fora particular account of this wonderful moral and religions 
revolution, the reader is referred to a little book, recently pup. 
shed, entitled, “The South Sea Islander.”? 


6 
. a kingdom of the Prince of peace is rapidly ex- 
ending its benign influence over the earth. That an- 
cient people, to whom were committed the oracles of 
God, and to whom we are so deeply indebted for their 
preservation, begin to excite the commiseration, and to 
call forth the exertions of the christian world. In this 
benevolent work our own country has taken an active 
and important part. She has indeed set up the stand- 
and toward Zion, and sent forth her soldiers, clad 
with the whole armour of God, having their loins girt 
about with truth, having on the breast plate of righteous- 
ness, and their feet shod with the preparation of the 
Sospel of peace, taking the shield of faith, the helmet 
of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, and bearing 
for their standard the cross of Christ. ‘They have be- 
gan their march to the holy land, followed by the prayers 
of thousands ; and, as the weapons of their warfare are 
not carnal, we may hope that they will prove mighty; 
through God,tothe pulling down of strong holds,castin§ 
down imaginations. and every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.* 

Tn connexion with the missionary spirit that charac- 
tetizes the period of the world in which we live, itis 
Proper to notice the efforts that have been made and are 
now making, for the extensive and universal dissemi- 
nation of the word of life. Whatever difference of: 
opinion may possibly be entertained on the subject of 
missions, we are confident that put one sentiment exists 
in this audience, respecting the duty pet Agee he 
the godlike undertaking of distribulins the sacred vol- 


ons and Fisk, 
vember 1819. 


" jled from Boston on a mis- 
Rev. Messrs. Pars ae 


sion to Jerusalem, No 


eee, Me 2 ight 


learn war no more. 
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ume, that only standard of our faith and practice. It 
is now sixteen years since the bright thought was con- 
ceived of the gratuitous distribution of the Scriptures, 

without note or comment; and from this period we Shy 
date a new era in the history of the christian world 

To this single event, we believe, may be traced meee 
than to any other, the wonderful revolution that has 
taken place in the opinions of men on the subject of 
war. Although, during that period, it is true, many 
bloody and destructive battles have been fought, it 
should be remembered, that the effects of such a sys- 
tem cannot be felt ina moment. We are now begin. 
ning to experience its happy influence ; and, we haye 
no doubt, that when the Bible shall be sent to every 
dwelling, and its blessed contents to every heart, the 


9 
whole world will regard its pacifick principles, and 


In considering the rapid progress of the kingdom of 
Christ, neither our own feelings, nor a regard to the oc- 
casion which has given rise to our subject, will suffer 
us to pass unnoticed the efforts, which have recently 
been made by Peace Societies, for spreading through 
the community just views of the subject of war. Per- 
haps there was no subject on which the publick mind 
needed to be more enlightened. Christian nations, 
for centuries past, have thought it not only necessary, 
but just, to engage in offensive War 3 and the rulers of 
ihe earth haye declared and waged war with the same 
unconcern and indifference, that they would pass a 
tariff bill, or appropriate a pension. They seem to 
have forgotten that the lives of their constituents, and, 
more especially, that their precious souls, were of any 
value. ‘They appear to have been utterly unmindful 


‘tions 


8 
of the solemn account which they must give at the day 
of retribution for letting loose the scourge of war upon @ 
Peaceful country, and exposing the lives and happi- 
ness of thousands of their fellow creatures to the horrors 
of military violence. But, now, different views appear 
to actuate those, upon whose decision rests the all-im- 
Portant question of war or peace. The resort to arms 
“ not advocated until every other resort fails; and, it 
48 in the last extremity alone, when all reasona- 

© efforts have been made to prevent it, that we 
May hope that a christian nation will deci!®re war. 
; he prevalence of principles, so congenial to the 
Spirit of christianity, so dear to the heart of every 
Sood man, is one of the happy peculiarities of th 
age in which we live; and those, who by their ex- 
ae and influence have contributed to produce 
i deserve ithe everlasting gratitude of mankind. 
eee these benefactors of the human race, posterity 
TI TR nal ep ee 
i a y other individual to dissem- 
Tate these pacifick principles, and who, by his exer- 
in this blessed cause, has shewn us, that the best 
News of the Bible is, Peace on earth and good will to 
men * > 
. Among the great events which indicate the inereas- 
ng prosperity of Zion, we hail-with satisfaction, the in- 
elligence, which has recently been received, of the abo- 
Kition of that dread tribunal, the bloody Inquisition, the 
history of whose horrors is enough to chill the heart of 
Cvery friend of humanity. 


*Rev. Noah Worcester, D. D. corresponding Secretary of 
488, Peace Society, and author of Bible News, &ce. &c- * 
2 Ky 
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it is a source of no ordinary congratulation that the 
land of bigotry and despotism is at last rousing from 
its fatal lethargy, and assuming a rank among the free 
and independent nations of the earth. So important 
a revolution, effected in so peaceable a manner; must 
be regarded as favourable to the cause of truth ; and 
we cannot but indulge the hope that, with the abolition 
of the Holy Office, the blind attachment to a national 
creed will give place to more enlightened views of reli- 
gion—that the protestant principle of the sufficiency of 


. the scriptures and the yight of private judgment will be 


acknowledged in that part of christendom, which has so 
Jong been the seat of papal authority and blind creduli. 
ty.* 

, In the view we are taking of the advancing cause of 
religion we would not omit to notice the efforts that have 
in many parts of the world been successfully made to 
abolish that inhuman traffick—the slave trade ; and 
we had hoped to lave been enabled, this day, to haye 
boasted of the part which our own country had taken 
in this cause of freedom. But our expectations haye 
beén disappointed—and the toleration of slavery by a 
free government, remains a solecism in the history of 
republicks, and an indelible blot upon our national 
character, Blush my country at this record in your 
history! Was there no Wilberforce in our national 
councils, to have boldly espoused the cause of freedom 
and, by the power of his eloquence, to have exhibited 


*We perceive with regret in the new constitution lately adopt. 
ed in Spain the establishment of the Romish Church to the ex. 
clusion of every other; but we hope that more liberal sentiments 
will yet be entertained on the subject of religion, as the moral 
darkness, which has so Jong enveloped that unhappy country, 
begins to dissipate. 
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the gross inconsistency of holding a single slave in this 
land of boasted liberty and independence ? Must it be 
proclaimed to the world that in this free and happ 
country, this asylum for the oppressed, the basis ee 
whose government is the acknowledgment of equal 
liberties and rights, it was impossible to obtain the con- 
sent of its legislature to the restriction of slavery in 
admitting a new member into the confederacy ? ; 

. Yes, we must weep over this stain in the fair reputa- 
tion of our country, But we will not despair. We 
cannot think, that the time, that has been spent by the 
representatives of a free people in the discussion of this 
important question, has been altogether lost. It has 
doubtless, Jed to much information and to enlarael 
views of a most interesting subject; and we believe 
that the period is not far distant, when, as a nation, who 
struggled and fought for liberty and the rights of man 
we shall be sensible of the strange incongruity Bf 
encouraging slavery, and nobly resolve that we will, in 
the strictest sense, be free, as well as independent. 

Thus is the kingdom of the Prince of peace rapidly 
advancing and extending its benign influence over the 
habitable world. In this pleasing, this animating pros- 
pect whatfriend of Zion, what friend of humanity, does 
not feel the liveliest interest ? and can I doubt, for a 
moment, that those of this respected audience, whose 
brilliant and warlike appearance this day remind us, 
that they are ready to obey the call of their country and 
to wield the sword in her defence, embrace with satis- 
faction the opportunity afforded by the general pacifi- 
cation of the world, to turn their attention to nobler ob- 
jects and higher pursuits, than the field of battle and 
the art of war? They surely cannot remain unconcern- 
ed spectators of the great and glorious events that are. 
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taking place in the world, although they are calculated 
to lessen the demands upon their services in the field. 
In common with us all they are interested in the gene- 
ral spread of the gospel, and, as christian soldiers, they 
ought ever to remember that nothing, but dire necessi- 
ty, can justify the use of arms, and that cessation of 
war, mM consequence of the prevalence of christian 
principle, is an event greatly to be desired by every 
good man. They will not view the subject under con- 
sideration as unworthy their notice, if they reflect on 
the magnitude and importance of the themes that have 
passed under review, and of the lively interest which 
they begin to excite in the hearts of those, whose exalt- 
ed stations and commanding inflnence give weight to 
their opinions and sanction to their conduct. In the 
cause of religion we behold, with no inconsiderable 
satisfaction, one of the greatest monarchs in Europe, 
the Emperor of Russia, engaging with a decision and 
ardour that deserves the highest commendation, cheer- 
fully affording the patronage of royalty to the benevo- 
lent exertions of the present day in spreading the word 
-of life and in diffusing correct sentiments on the subject 
of war.* We have not forgotten that holy alliance be- 
tween three of the potentates of Europe, wherein they 
have shewn “ in the face of the universe, their unwaver- 
ing determination to adopt for the only rule of their 
conduct, both in the administration of their respective 
states, and in their political relations with every other 
government, the precepts of our holy religion, the pre. 
cepts of justice, of charity and of peace, which, far 
from being solely applicable to private life, ought, on 


* See the Emperor of Russia’s letter to the corresponding 
Secretary of the Massachusetts Peace Society. 
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the contrary, directly to influence the resolutions of 
Princes, and to guide all their undertakings as being 
the only means of giving stability to human institutions: 
and of remedying their imperfections.’”—It is grateful 
to our religious sensibilites to behold these three mon- 
archs, solemnly acknowledging as their rightfal 
sovereign, Him, to whom alone power belongs of right, 
iets in ae are are foundall the eaasites of love; 
Ol science, and of wisdom, that i i di 
vine Saviour, Jesus Christ, Ree ek yee aa i 
the word of life.”* che. ee 
enti mae high and brilliant examples, christ- 
) you not enlist under their banners, and 
set up the standard toward Zion? ‘The happy period 
has arrived when higher and nobler objects invite our 
attention than are to be found in the pursuits of military 
ambition. Were the principles of the gospel cenerally 
embraced, happy would be the effect upon the state of 
the world at large and the military character in particu- 
lar. It must be acknowledged, however reluctantly; 
that the profession of a soldier is by no means favour: 
able to the cultivation of religious principles and feel- 
ngs: Tt is attended with many and peculiar tempta- 
tions. The confusion of the camp is unfavourable t? 
devotion. The frequency of scenes of blood and slaugh- 
ter, has a tendency to blunt our sensibility, and the lit- 
He regard paid to human life, to lessen our attention to 
the immortal part which cannot perish in the field of 
battle. And, above all, the false ideas of honour; 
which, we lament to say, are still attached to the mili- 
tary profession, are calculated to weaken the sense of 
moral obligation and are often the occasion of atrocious 


“See Holy Lea; igned at Paris, by th i 
. League, signed at Paris, by the Empe: ustria, 
King of Prussia, and Emperor of Russia, the Feu ieee 1815. 
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crime and unutterable misery and distress. When 
will the happy period arrive, when that man will be 
considered truly honourable, who fears God rather than 
man, who dreads, more than the finger of scorn, the 
frown of the Almighty ! 

Our thoughts naturally revert, on this occasion, to 
scenes, which throw a dark shade upon the bright pic- 
ture we have been exhibiting, and cast a cloud upon 
the festivities of this anniversary. We could have 
wished, had it been possible, to have forgotten the 
melancholy fact, that, the page of our history is again 
stained with the record of the blood of one of the 
heroes of our country; shed, not in defence of her 
liberties and rights, but in yielding to a false sense 
of honour, in compliance with a barbarous custom of 

a barbarous age. Nor should we have adyerted to an 
event, which fills the breast of every ehristain patriot 
with undissembled pain, did we not feel it an in- 
dispensable duty to embrace this opportunity, not only 
to bear our testimony against the crime of DUELLING, 
but to call upon the members of this most ancient mil- 
itary association, to interpose the weight of their influ- 
ence antl example to check the prevalence of a practices 
so offensive to Heaven, so disgraceful to our nature, so 
abhorent to the feelings of humanity, so productive of 
domestick wretchedness, of private woe and of publick 
shame. Is it asked what can be done to prevent the 
revalence of a custom, which all, even duellists them. 
selves, reprobate in theory, but which few, if any, have 
the courage to decline in practice ? Much we believe 
might be done, and much would be done, if those to 
whom we look for legislative and executive authority, 
would exert the power committed to them, and bring to 
merited punishment, all who thus openly violate the 
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laws of God and man. But we are aware that something 
more is necessary to check this growing, this alarm ne 
evil. ‘The best of laws will be of little use until a Ao 
olution in publick opinion is effected. Duelling must 
be considered disgraceful, before it will be aaadoned 
by those, who claim the character of honourable men. 


o r fi i i 
As long as ou rst men in state and arms give the 


sanction of their example to this Wek aise 
we expect of the multitude peachy ad 
by the conduct of their superiours ? Ha Hitt 

and Decatur nobly declined a challenge, while it ee ia 
have raised them high in the opinion He Sa ie ; 
religion and virtue, and spared their eminently Sr i 
lives to a grateful country, jt woulliiave nite 6 sefa 

than any sysiem of jurisprudence to have laid ene 
this relick ofa feudal age. All that can now be de side 
for those of our great men, who may be placed in ze is 
ilar cireamstances, to resolve, by the force of Nike a 
ample, to give a new current to publick sentimen; nae 
feeling. And who can do this to greater advantge. 

than the gentlemen, who compose this ancient ae 
honourable company, which enrols in its list of 


members some of our first civil and military characterg > - 


Were an association, so highly respectable, so truly 
honourable, to proclaim their united suffrage against 
this inhuman practice, were they not only to Speak, 
but to act, much might be done towards effecting a rey- 
Slution in the publick mind on this important subject, 

We know not that a single instance of duelling stains 
the fair record of this respected company, and we de- 
Voutly hope that no such blot may ever be found on its 
register. Let the fear of Jehovah influence your ac- 
tions, Let the example ofthe brave hero of Preston. 
Pans be brought to your recollection, « who, after bis re. 


15 


markable conversion, declined accepting a challenge 
with his calm reply, which,’”’says his biographer,“ in a 
man of his experienced bravery, was exceeding grace- 
ful. I fear sinning, thougk you know I do not fear 
fighting.””* The prevalence of true religion would soon 
counteract the influence of these false views of honour. 
‘The courtesy which the gospel enjoins, would prevent 
Occasions of offence, and, when oilence was inconsid- 
erately given, the spirit of forgiveness, which chris- 
tianity inculcates, would immediately heal the breach, 
and supersede the necessity of a resort to arms. 
Surely then every christian soldier will ardently 
desire the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom— 
he will rejoice in all the efforts that are making for the 
spread of the gospel—he will cheerfully set up the 
standard toward Zion. ' 

In directing the attention of this audience to the ad- 
the Prince of peace, I may be 
thought by some, to have selected a theme, foreign from 
the occasion ef this meeting, and, were I called to ad- 
dress none but soldiers, who have no higher motives of 
action than those which spring from a thirst for military 
glory, I might, without doubt, have selected a subject 
more consonant to their taste and feelings. Bat I 
1 ot forgotten that I am addressing christians as 
ae oldiers, the descendants of the puritans of New 
elt se who would have rejoiced to have seen the 
Englan hich we see and to have heard the things which 
things Mt But, although eminent themselves for per- 
Be heme, they lived in a period of the world when 
sonal yee religious objects, which now excite attention 
the gre t partially understood. With what delight 
were “je Cottons and Mathers, and other holy men, 


th : 
oa ee dridge’s Life of Col. Gardiner. 


vancing kingdom of 


, at 

ail nations shall flow unio it. And many people 
shall go and say, Come ye, and letus go up io the 
“mountain of the Lord, to the house of the Ged of Ja- 
'€ob sand he will teach us/of his ways, and we will 
Walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the: 
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who once filled our places in these churches, and ani- 
mated the zeal of-our fathers on these occasions, had 
they been permitted to have looked down the vale of 
time, have beheld the enlightened efforts of the present 


' 


age, to diffuse the knowledge of the word of life, to 
lessen the horrours of war, to advance the kingdom of 
the Saviour, and to ameliorate the condition of man! 
May their posterity, while they improve the privileges 
which they were denied, ever retain that purity of faith, 
that devotedness to religion, that holiness of life, for 
which they were distinguished. 

The descendants of such an ancestry will surely 
not consider the advancing cause of true religion as 
an unappropriate subject on the present occasion, but 
will rejoice that they live to see the day, when, instead 
of being called to defend their civil rights and liberties 
with the sword, they may set up the standard toward 
Zion, and turn their attention to the progress of that 
blessed religion, which not only excites the interest of 
the pious on earth, but is regarded with peculiar com- 
placney by saints in glory, by angels around the throne; 
and by the Eternal himself. 

From the view we have taken of the progress which 
true religion is ma king in the world, of the extensiolt 
of divine knowledge, of the prevalence of correct senti- 
ments on the subject of war, and of the pacifick spirit 
which now appears to actuate the nations of the earth, 
what benevoleut heart does not rejoice in the auspicious 
circumstances of the period in which it is our happiness 

to live! May we not indulge the pleasing thought; 
that the days predicted by the spirit of propheey are 
rapidly approaching—when the mountain of the 
Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and 


law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And 
he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke 
Many people; and they shall beat their swords inte 
Plow-shares, and. their spears into praning-looks + na- 
fon shall not’ lift up sword agains! nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. 

_ Still, however, we do not suppose; 
he drawing near the millenial day, tha 
arrived, nor, much as we desize universal peace, do we 


flatter Ourselves that the weapons of war an® yet liter. 
ally te pe converted into implements of husbandry. 
society remains in its 


We must be allowed, as long as 
Present state, 10 maintain (he opinion, that defensive 
War thay be poth lawful and expedient. When our 
altars and gresides—all that we hold dear in domestick 
°F civil life, are exposed to an invading foe, we are 
ot prepared, as men OF as christians, to advocate the 
“Octrine of passive submission. We believe that He, 
Who onee Jed the armies of Isracl, who taught the 
hands of their jun 
hath made it our duty to defend with force of arms, 
© country of our birth, and the government of ouy 
Clee. 
We, therefore, hishily appre 


although we may 
{ it has actually 


Bl Dn 
ciate the importance. of 


Military scienc?, and cannot too much adinire thatesys, 


tem of military, discipline, which, while it relieves a 
from all the evils attendant on a standing army, ang 
* profession exclusively that of arms, provides for the 
“efence of out siberdies and rights, by the general dif. 


g to war, and his fingers (0 fight, | 
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i 

fusion of the knowledge of the military art, through 

all classes of the community. While the brilliancy of 

this occasion reminds us, that our citizens can be sol- 
- diers when necessity requires, their return to the peace- 

fal duties and important ayocations of civil life, assures 

us that their swords will never be drawn but in defence 

of their country. 

Among our military associations, the company Whose 
anniversary we this day observe, holds a high and im_ 
portant rank. Ancient, indeed, if we consider the date 
of its charter, and honourable if we review the list of its 


members ; among whom it ranks,with no inconsiderable _ 


pride, our illustrious commander in chief, who has re- 
peatedly received the highest honours of the company > 
and who is again called, with increasing suftrages, to 
the highest honours of the commonwealth.{ From his 
hands will those, who are this day, agreeably to ancient 
usage, to be invested with office, receive their badges 
of command with peculiar satisfaction. We cannot but 
congratulate the friends of peace and of religion, that, 
in the executive authority of the state, is associated with 
the soldier and the statesman, the philanthropist and 
the friend of Zion,{ whose pious benevolence and ex- 
tensive liberalities in forwarding the great objects that 
have this day passed in review, will be remembered. 
with gratitude by generations to come. With such 
men for our rulers, whose respect to our religious 
institutions, endear them to the friends of peace.We May 
Ipok, forward, with lively confidence, to the continu. 


* 1638. 
+ His Excerteycy Joun Brooxs commanded the company in 
1787. and in 1794. . : ; z a 


{ His Hosour Wiir1aAM Patitp. 7 i 
4 tA aa 3, President of many relig- 
ious and benevolent Societies. % 
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ance of our inestimable privileges and to the increasing 


prosperity of our beloved country. 


GENTLEMEN oF THE ANCIENT A®D HlonouRABLE 
ARTILLERY COMPANY. 

It is with peculiar satisfaction, that we mee 
the sanctuary of God. Few scenes are more interest- 
ing than’ that which we now behold. The sword rests 
in its scabbard—the thunder of the cannon has ceased 
—the military standard is furled—the nodding plame 
is laid aside——and the soldier is lost ‘in the humble 
sinner, kneeling before the throne of God, and acknowl- 


ae his dependance upon the arm of the Most 
ign. 


{ you in 


We cannot too highly commend the practice,so long 
j, d brilliant 


Continued, of mingling with the martial and brit 
exercises of this day, the solemn duties of religion. 
pel Srateful acknowledgments are due to Hi 
“uy Providence, by whose care you pehold anol er 
anniversary, One of your associates and compatriots 
the venerable Winsiow, * has, during the past years 
finished his mortal course. By bis departure, YO" ay 
‘ininded of your own frailty. —Tuese splendid ee 
ments must soon be laid aside for the shroud, if ol 
Spivits, which now animate these tabernacles 4 : ee 
must ascend to the tribunal of God. Happy is t a bach 
Sty Who, at the approach of dissolution, sed of ight. 
have fought a good fight. For him a crown of right- 


Cousness jg reserved, tha! fadeth not away- 

s reseryed, tha ; * 

Tn view of the solemn realities of faturity, how fad- 
; he world appear, 


ing and transi the glory of t 

ansitory does the 5 

and how interesting and important do those subjects 
* Brig. Gen. Thee Winstow, commanded the company in 

1792 and 1798, and sustained the office of Treasurer for several 

SUCessive years, ; 
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become, Which have this morning engaged your atien- 
tion! As christians, you cannot pant for War, and as 
christians, we cannot desire that you may ever again - 
haye the opportunity of signalizing your courage and 
trying your arms in the field of battle. But clondsand 
darkness rest upon the future. Our most sanguine 
expectations may allbe disappointed. Unfovescen ey. 
ents may again call us.to engage in war, and imperious 
circumstances may justify the measure in the sight of 
God and man. In which case, citizen soldiers, we 
have the most perfect confidence in your courage and 
patriotism. We have no doubt that the spirit, which 
once actuated our fathers,when they fought and bled for 
all that was dear to them, will-rest upon their sons ; 
and if, like them, you should ever be called to struggle 
for your liberties and rights, like them you will con- 
quer, and like them receive the warm approbation of 
a grateful country. But we hope that brighter days 
and-more peaceful scenes await you. We trust your 
country will not need the interposition of afny swords ; 

but, free from foreign commotion and internal disquiet, 

will. continue to hold-a distinguished rank. among the 
nations of the earth. ‘ 

Gentlemen, our. best wishes follow you into the tran- 
quil and useful walks of life. May you long enjoy, 
With gratitude,the bounties of Heaven,and the blessings 
of christianity in the happiest. land beneath the sun— 
and when your great Commander, the captain of our 
salvation, shall give you your discharge—may you 
hang up -your arms in the mansions aboye, and be 
numbered among those happy spirits, who haye fought 
their way to glory, and washed their robes in the 
blood of the Lamb. 


AMEN. 


